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Hofer's country is now to become a centre of Italy's
war Industries, and the German-speaking population
is to be driven away to Calabria, perhaps, or into
Germany; foreigners have been removed first so that
they shall not be witnesses of the coercion which will
become necessary.
To have agreed to this evacuation is the most
cynical piece of opportunism the "Blood and Soil"
National Socialist leaders have yet perpetrated, a
corollary to the occupation of Prague; for why
should not the other German groups outside Germany
be dispersed and sent back to the Reich? If the
Tyrolese people north of the Brenner understand
what has happened, their Nazi enthusiasm will die.
No doubt Berlin and Rome have made a common-
sense plan, no doubt it was time Germany gave Italy
something, and it is even possible that the German
Alliance will now be more popular in Italy. Whether
this is so or not, Signor Mussolini and Count Ciano
are likely to feel more pro-German than ever, while
Germany will still be able to turn Italian intrigues
in the Balkans to her own advantage; and, later,
if necessary, her claim to a completely Italianized
Bolzano can still be made as good as her claim to
the capital of the Czechs in March 1939.